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07:42 
CD: If you could just introduce yourself, and tell us where you’re from 
originally. 


08:00 
PT: My name is Pat Thompson. I was born in Lawrence, 
Massachusetts. 


08:05 
CD: How did you wind up in Hawaii? 


PT: My dad was in the Navy, and where my dad went, we went. We 
first lived in Panama, in the jungles of uh Darien, in Panama, and his 
next appointment was to Honolulu, and that’s where we ended up. 


08:23 
CD: What did you think when you heard you were moving to 
Honolulu? 


08:26 

PT: Not much at the time. I was a kid, a-and it was fun, it was a new 
adventure, and had heard about the hula girls, and grass shacks, and 
probably thought that’s what we were going to live in. 


08:39 
CD: When you got there, what did you find? Describe what life was 
like. 


PT: It was, of course I was very young, I-when we first got there I was 
seven, going on eight, so when you’re a kid everything’s wonderful. 
But what I remember about the islands, the smell, the wonderful 
perfume smell of the flowers. Believe me you could smell it. There 
were three hotels, and it was so open, and it was warm, and it was 
fun, and I was a kid. 


09:14 (CREW INTERRUPTION) 


10:19 
CD: So where did you live? 


PT: When we first moved there we lived in Kamakee, which is an area 
on-in Oah- on Oahu, and went to school at Ali’iolane, and just had a 
great time. 


10:32 
CD: What do you remember the most vividly as a child? 


PT: Um...prior to the bombing? Everything, everything’s green, and it 
was fun, it was a fun time for me, I was a kid, you know. 


10:48 
CD: What did you like to do as a kid there? 


PT: I lived near St. Louis heights, and there was a...we moved uh from 
Wilhelmina Rise down to Seventh Avenue, and right across the street 
on Seventh Avenue was a little creek ran down. So we’d go behind the 
houses to the little creek and catch the fish that were coming down. 
Things like that were fun; picking mangos off a tree, and-or papayas, 
we had ‘em in our yard, and put on, when kids got together, put on 
shows. We were movie stars at that time. There was not television, or 
any of this stuff that kids have today. But it was fun. Jump roped, 
played jacks, had a good ti- went to Alamo on a (park?), went to 
anything Hawaii had to offer, or Oahu had to offer at that time. We 
were a poor Navy family so anything free was wonderful. But I loved 
Hawaii and still do. 


11:46 

CD: The- what do you recall about the servicemen? Like any stories 
about what life was like with them, all around, I mean you were 
intermixed with them a fair bit. How was that experience for you? 


12:04 

PT: Well I would be- mine would be with the kids, dependent kids, uh 
I-the servicemen I wouldn’t know that outside of my father and our 
neighbors who were military, uh parents, but um really nothing. 


12:25 
CD: Now you have quite a story about December 6. 


PT: Yes, yes. 


CD: Could you please recount that? 


12:30 

PT: Yes, uh at Block Arena they would have fights on Friday night, 
and then they would have the battle of music on Saturday nights. And 
as a kid loved the music, and it was a place to go, and I would use- I 
would go there and list-listen to the music, and I could dance, and uh I 
would sit on the floor in front of the band area and just listen to the 
music and move around. I knew the uh M.C., his name was Joe Fisher, 
and on December the 6" for some reason he just picked me up, and 
turned to the audience, and said, “Who wants to dance with this little 
girl? She can dance. And a sailor came down from the audience, and 
said, “I’ll dance with her.” Well we danced, and we won the contest, 
we won the jitterbug contest and each got a trophy that said 
Champion Navy Jitterbug, 1941. He went his way, and I went my way- 
I went home with my trophy and showed my mother. “Hey, look what I 
found,” I mean, “what I won.” And that was it, didn’t know his name, 
didn’t know anything about it, I just knew I was in heaven because I 
got to dance on that dance floor to that wonderful music and I won a 
trophy for doing it. 


13:50 
CD: What do you remember... Can you tell me what you remember of 
December 7? 


13:58 

PT: Yes. Woke up that morning, very early riser, woke up, as a kid 
even, woke up very early and I heard planes going over, which was 
not unusual because we lived right across the street from Hickam 
field, and the planes would take off in the mornings and all day long 
but come back at night, the patrol. And uh, it was nothing unusual so I 
ran outside and saw these planes, and i-it was more planes than I’d 
ever seen at one time. So I was waving at ‘em, like I did our own 
planes from Hickam field. And uh it just, I just couldn’t believe all 
these planes were flying over. And my neighbor came out - our 
neighbor came out and said, “Lie down on the grass. Just lie down on 
the grass.” And I couldn’t figure out why, and I wanted to get up and 
wave at those planes. And anyhow I didn’t, and in another instance he 
said, “Go in and wake your dad up.” So I went in and told my dad to 
wake up, that our neighbor wanted to see him, talk with him, and 
anyhow t-that’s when we found out that uh, he said that the Japanese 
were bombing Pearl Harbor and to turn our radio on, which we did. 
And it repeatedly Japane- Oahu is being bombed by the Japanese, over 
and over. My father put on his dunger- and all everybody had to 
report to the base. All military personnel and yard workers had to 
report to the base. So I ran outside waving at the planes again. It just 
didn’t register a-at that point what was going on, and the-the bombing 


noises, or the booming noises, or the planes flying over, and pretty 
soon it-it was horrifying because um something wrong was going on, 
because we could see the smoke and uh hear everything. (15:47) And 
uh it was a sight I’ll never forget, and uh I-I will close my eyes now 
and picture the whole thing. But my dad left and he, before he left, he 
said that we should go be with the neighbor, we should not be alone. 
So we went to our neighbors. And our neighbors had-had a two story, 
which was in the Navy housing. And we went upstairs and looked out 
one window and could see them bombing Hickam field, and we were 
only a road apart from the gate at Hickam field. And if we went up to 
another bedroom and looked out that window that way, we could see 
them bombing and-at-uh...the Arizona and the other ships that were 
there at Pearl Harbor. So we-we saw it all from two different windows. 
(16:37) And uh during the day, uh we had the uh guard come over 
from Hickam field and they placed ‘em all around the Navy housing, 
but they kept telling us different things that were going on. We could 
not leave that area. They-some people left, if they had a car, and went 
to the cane fields or wherever they thought they could go to to get 
away from this that was going on. And but the guards told us we had 
to stay. So we uh, they hadn’t eaten, it was so early in the morning, so 
we fixed ‘em uh fried egg sandwiches, and coffee, fruit, whatever we 
had there we fed them. And (17:18) I remember one fellow came in 
and his hand was bleeding, and uh my mother washed it off in the 
kitchen sink, and uh put something on it at that time, and band-aids, 
and whatever they had. But uh it went on all day long, and it wasn’t 
till uh, we had to have the radio on, t-that was our only form of 
communication of what was going on outside of the guards coming 
over, and it told us different things that was happening. (17:51) And 
uh repeatedly, Oahu is being bombed by the Japanese, and then they 
played the Star Spangled Banner, and I will never forget that, because 
my mother started to cry. And I knew at that point, when my mother 
was crying, that something bad was going to happen. Anyhow uh I'll 
never forget that. It-I can’t even talk about it now because I... 
something bad did happen, you know. But uh we-what we had planned 
on doing was turn all the furniture over in their front room to make a 
shelter because we were now two families. We were-had two mothers 
there, and three kids, my brother and I, and the-and Lucille’s son, and 
two dogs. And uh, so we turned everything over just in case, uh we 
were waiting for them to come back, and just in case we had to hide 
under something so we wouldn’t get uh shrapnel, or bombed on, or 
whatever, we fixed that up. (18:52) All during- it was a very long day, 
and that night we were told no lights on, absolutely no lights or they’d 
shoot ‘em out, somebody would shoot ‘em out. And uh which, so we 
didn’t have any lights on, but that night we could see, well into the 
night, we could see the tracer bullets, the yellow and the...orange of 
the tracer bullets and-which would scare the heck out of you, but 


when we heard anything, and we had gone upstairs to try to go to 
bed, and uh none of us slept. Parents, my mother- or Lucille, or uh 
kids, dogs, nobody slept. Anyhow any time we heard something we’d 
all run down the stairs, the two mothers, the kids, and the dogs, and 
get underneath this little shelter we had all built. And uh that’s how 
we spent that night. And of course the next day we went outside, and 
uh smoke still e-everything was, wherever we looked, Hickam field, 
and especially the Arizona, which was just billowing black smoke 
(19:57) for days, three days, four days. That’s what I remember. 


20:02 
CD: Take me back to - you came out the first time, you had the 
perfect vantage point. 


PT: Yes, yes. 
CD: Paint us a scene of what it looked like. 


20:17 

PT: Uh, all I remember really was the smoke. I was overwhelmed by 
the smoke that was still smoking. And they had, at Hickam Field at 
the gate, a-at that time the had put up machine guns, and uh they had 
done that during the day, and put the sandbags around, or the- gun 
mounts, or whatever they were, whatever you called it. And uh I 
remember seeing that, and still there the fellows were- the military 
were still there waiting for w-what was to come next. (20:50) As far 
as looking at Pearl Harbor, I w-wasn’t that close, uh but we were 
about two blocks from the main gate, but what I remember there was 
the smoke, the smoke. 


21:06 
CD: How did life on the island change after that day? 


PT: It changed because my dad was still gone, wondered what-where 
my dad was, I know my mother did, and what had happened to him, 
hadn’t heard from him at all, and uh... Of course school was - I didn’t 
go to school, couldn’t go to school, we were numb, and stuck right 
where we were because the guards still were posted around the Navy 
housing, and we were not supposed to leave. In the me-that day uh 
the yard workers would park their cars on our lawns in front of the 
houses, between the houses, just to keep the roadway in front of our 
house clear so ambulances or anything with sirens could go by. 
(21:54) So we had all of these cars on, we were inundated with, we 
became a parking lot, Navy housing became a parking lot. Um...I’m 
sorry, I lost track of what I was saying. 


22:07 
CD: When did you finally see your dad? 


PT: It was about four days. He finally came home, and he-everything 
was fine, he was okay, and then we went back, which was just a few 
yards, back to our own little house right there, and uh t-that’s where 
life began again. They had sent a letter from school saying that they 
had clo- I-I went to school at Hickam field because they had not built 
anything at the Pearl Harbor Navy Housing for school. So we gota 
letter saying that school would not resume, because it was on a 
military - it was there-they would not allow the kids to go back to 
school. So at that point it was a good any happy thing, no school and 
then what do you do, you know? But uh...we had to buy tar paper to 
put over the windows so we would have a complete blackout at night. 
And we could- when we got the tar paper to put over the windows 
then we could turn our lights on at night. And uh...is that what...I 
can’t remember what else you want to know. 


23:14 
CD: Was it scary for you at the time? 


PT: At the moment this was going on, no. At the first part of the day, 
no. I-I was excited to see so many planes. I was used to the planes, but 
excited. Couldn’t believe, you know, all these planes were coming 
over. And until uh we were uh you know uh somebody was saying the 
Japanese were uh bombing Pearl Harbor, and the man, my neighbor 
had told me to lie down because he didn’t want me to get shot. And it- 
something was sinking in at the time. And then it was the radio, uh 
the only form of communication at that time that kept saying, you 
know, the Japan-the Japanese were bombing Pearl Harbor. And of 
course the Star Spangled Banner when you thought, we’ll never- 
we're gonna die, and we’ll never see my father again or anybody, 
because they were coming back. 


24:10 
CD: When did it specifically sink in? 


PT: Probably at the-uh...the next day after everything, and uh I think 
the next day, when...uh, it just- I think the next day. Not that day, too 
much was going on, uh we were told too mu-told water was poison, 
don’t drink the water, so you better have a lot of juice or milk at the 
house, you know. (24:39) And uh, of course we couldn’t get out to 
buy food for three or four days, and by that time it had eased up a 
little bit where my parents could go to a commissary to get something 
and bring it back. But uh it was still frightening and uh especially that 
night, the-the noises and the tracer bullets, I thought the-the Japanese 


had come back, until they thought that no it was our bullet-the U.S. 
bullets that were trying to shoot at something. But we re- evacuated 
the last part of January, and uh left my beautiful Oahu. 


29:26 
CD: Did you hear any of the rumors going around after the attack? 
What were they? 


PT: Well the water was poison, for one, that-that the rumor was, the 
guards told us that, don’t drink the water, the water’s poison. That 
was one of the rumors, and uh that they were coming back, that this 
was just the first, and the second time that they were there, but that 
they were on-they were coming back, you know. And uh, which they 
didn’t. But um that was about all I can remember of rumors. 


26:04 
CD: Do you remember your feelings when you were hearing those 
rumors? 


PT: Yeah. I mean uh, s-scared at that time, I didn’t want to die. And uh 
I didn’t want my mother, or my brother, or the dogs, or anybody to get 
hurt or die, you know. And that-that kind of sinks in a little bit, so 
that’s when I got a little a-afraid. 


26:27 
CD: What’s your clearest memory of that day? What’s the one thing 
that really brings out when you think (of) Pearl Harbor? 


26:34 

PT: The c- the clearest memory w-my mother c- standing in front of 
me crying when they were playing the national anthem. And I don’t 
know why that sta-, because I think, as I said prior, uh I knew 
something, I knew we were going to die. Something bad was going to 
happen. But uh th- I remember them bombing uh the Arizona...uh the 
smoke, the smoke everywh- and the sounds, I’ll never forget the 
sounds, or the smoke. And uh...I-I can close my eyes now and still see 
it. 


27:15 
CD: Can you describe the sounds that you heard? 


PT: Well there- 
CD: What it was like? 


27:21 


PT: Uh, the sounds were bombing sounds. Um how do you describe 
bombing sounds? Boom, bombing, airplanes flying over, uh...that. I 
don’t know how else to describe it. Uh, you’d have to be there to hear 
it I guess. It was very loud. 


27:45 
CD: Did you hear or see the Arizona? 


PT: Hear it? 
CD: Get hit. 


PT: No, uh no. I don’t know if it was specifically that ship, but I could 
hear. I don’t know who-who was getting hit, or what ship was getting 
hit, but you- there’s certainly the bombing noises, the booming noises, 
the blast of everyth- exploding noises, I don’t know what to compare it 
with here. 


CD: You know? 


PT: Or, I don’t know what to compare it with. But I did see the smoke, 
and I knew (motions w/hand) that was where those ships were, and 
that’s where the Arizona was. 


28:30 
CD: Have you been back to the Arizona Memorial? 


PT: Yes I have. 


CD: When you stand on that memorial, on that battleship, what goes 
through your mind? 


28:38 

PT: I’m going to get teary now, too. It’s a-a...what was lost, and it 
brings back memories of that day, but it’s the little oil bubbles that 
come up. Have you been there? If you haven’t you should go. It’s the 
little oil bubbles that come up every once in a while. They go pop; it’s 
coming from the Arizona. And it’s just a reminder that they’re still 
under there. 


29:00 
END OF TAPE 


